Mental Health, Social, Recreation, and Vocational Advantages
•
•

•
•

Will help oﬀset the ostracization and isolation all too often experienced by those with both TBI and mental health conditions
Rehabilitation in close association with community oriented facility = normalization of healthcare services
• Seamless integration between health interventions and community/recreational/social involvement
• An anticipated higher rate of aftercare adherence to health and wellness lifestyle promotion
• Increased opportunity for new/healthy peer group formations
• * Particularly important for those dealing with substance abuse and addiction concerns
Size and expanse of facility lends itself well to volunteer opportunities
With respect to vocational reintegration, there will be a proportion of those served for whom occupational re/training will be an
essential step in re/establishing viable and suﬃciently remunerative work skills
• Between the UTSC campus itself and the adjacent Centennial College Science and Technology Centre, opportunity would
abound for CHC clients to attend and be supported in their training initiatives while continuing to receive ongoing health care/
intervention/support in light of the close proximities involved.
• The UTSC Arts and Science Co-Op program Director has expressed a strong interest in the concept, and this department could
be a key ally with respect to spearheading the academic-workplace bridge from the vocational rehabilitation perspective.

Research and Training Infrastructure
• UofT among world’s most distinguished institutions for research and clinical health training
• The newly established WBIIH shall have a strong empirical approach to studying the intersection
of Indigenous and Western health approaches
• Will have a strong foundation in the study and application of the social determinants of
health, which is highly germane in the context of Indigenous TBI/FASD/MH service delivery
• Bringing the research and clinical training strengths of these joint UofT faculties together in an
evidence-based interdisciplinary facility, should assure the evolution of ongoing best practice in
culturally sensitive/safe and appropriate service delivery
• Similarly, the Wilson Centre’s involvement would support evidence-based practice individual and
interdisciplinary professional training

• Clinical expertise in the areas of TBI and MH and addictions is paramount, but evidence based practice and research must be
fully integrated to guide continuously evolving best practice.
• In this context, UTSC has a unique position:
• Dr. Konstantine Zakzanis (Rehabilitation/neuropsychologist), Associate Chair, UTSC Mental Health/Co-Op Program, and
Dr. J. Douglas Salmon, Jr. in conjunction with industry partners are in the process of establishing of an Inter-disciplinary
Assessment and Rehabilitation Centre for Excellence.
• The foundational infrastructure of this Centre is the creation of a world-wide data repository supporting the scientiﬁc and
clinical/rehabilitation communities towards enhanced outcomes, cost-eﬀective interventions and improved patient care in a
multi-lingual/cultural context across the age spectrum.
• The development of this Centre is based upon a comprehensive outcome measurement methodology.
• Seed funding for the Centre is being provided by:
• MITACS grant support with co-sponsoring industry leader Multi-Health Systems (www.mhs.com) already committed to
the project,
• along with RTW Integrated Health (www.rtwintegratedhealth.com ) and Rehabilitation Research, Education and
Evaluation Services (www.rrees.com).
• The Centre is to be housed at UTSC's graduate program in clinical psychology.
• The well-validated measures of the Rehabilitation Outcome Measurement System (ROMS) would serve as the empirical
framework for the proposed CHC.
• The ROMS system serves to guide the individual patient’s clinical/vocational pathway, while also providing data input
into the worldwide research data base.
• Elusive to date, the lack of common clinical/functional outcome metrics for unitary and combined physical/mental health
conditions has slowed the required direct comparison of intervention(s), towards enhanced clinical care.

www.cfcaa.com

Championing the Project with the Ministry of Health
Ms. Jan Kasperski, currently CEO of the Ontario Psychological Association (OPA) has committed to championing the
project with the Ministry of Health.
• The Family Health Teams and other Community Health Centres (FHT/CHC) model gained recognition in Quebec and in the
US where the organization provided related consultation to American Academy of Family Medicine.
• More recently, Ms. Kasperski consulted to the McGuinty government and Minister of Health Smitherman with respect to
the expansion of the FHT/CHC model.
• The most recent Ontario Budget has committed additional major funding towards further expansion of this service
delivery model.
• As such, Ms. Kasperski’s commitment towards initially informally introducing the concept to Ministry oﬃcials, and
commitment to subsequently assist in a formal proposal to the Ministry, assures that it will at least be heard and given
serious consideration by policy makers.
•

